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Living History from 1884 to 1907 to 1934 to Today



Brought to 
You

From the 
Shinn House 

Kitchen 
Pantry





• Retired IBMer
• On-and-off Merritt College Student, Landscape 

Horticulture
• Volunteer in gardens and historic archives at Shinn Park 

& Arboretum and California Nursery Historical Park
• Plant blogger “Illustrated Plant Nut” 
• My daughter’s middle name is “Rose”
• I pulled out all of my roses during the previous drought
• Our tortoise loves roses…

Janet Barton



About me

• My first plant recollections – boysenberries, sweet peas, a wild rose 
bush at the end of my street.
• Daughter’s middle name is “Rose”
• My tortoise loves roses



The Volunteer Caretakers of the Historic Nursery Gardens
Since 1994 

• Preserving and restoring our historic 
landscape

• Creating beautiful gardens for the 
public

• Making connections with the 
community 

• Making connections with historical and 
horticultural organizations

• Always looking for Volunteers! 
Weeding, pruning, history, docents, 
fundraisers, secretary, accountant, 
newsletter

CaliforniaNurseryGardenClub@gmail.com

mailto:CaliforniaNurseryGardenClub@gmail.com


John Rock 
(1884-1904)

Bruce, 
George III, 
Jerry Roeding

George C. Roeding, Jr. 
(1926-1970)

George C. Roeding 
(1918-1928)

W.V. Eberly 
(1904-1918)

Managers / Owners 1884-~1970





John Rock and partners 
established the nursery in 
1884 in Niles. There were  
463 acres along Alameda 
Creek.

CPRR Railroad
Niles Station close by
Water
Rich soil
Labor

Orchard books describe 
everything planted here.



John Rock 
and partners 
established 
the nursery in 
1884 in Niles. 
There were  
463 acres 
along 
Alameda 
Creek.

Railroads
Niles Station
Roads
Water
Rich soil
Labor



The park is the last 20 acres of the original 463 acres of 
the historic California Nursery Company established in 1884. The office gardens are 4 acres.



83 years of online 
catalogs & 36 years of 
movies scanned in 
and more to come. Four articles in 

Eden Journal

One article is a 
“User’s Guide” to 
nursery research

A well documented history
Many more items to be sorted, 
catalogued, and scanned

Volunteers wanted!



1918 Catalog

The new office building 
was built ~1907

The beginning of the 
gardens!



Panama-Pacific International Exposition 1915

The nursery provided many plants, including these fully grown palms. Around 200 palms were planted at the Exposition. 
They had an outdoor exhibit that included 400 roses, between the Hoo-Hoo House and the Horticultural Palace.





‘Niles Cochet’

Sported from the tea rose, 
‘Maman Cochet’ 

Introduced in 1906 as ‘Red 
Maman Cochet’



George C. Roeding Jr.
1926-1970

• Developed retail stores 
• Master marketing
• City of Fremont Recreation 

Commission
• East Bay Regional Parks 



Bruce Roeding and his 
mother, Frances, in 1928

Frances - Garden Designer, 
Nursery Hostess, and 
mother of four



The Show Gardens featured the latest flowering bulbs, 
roses, shrubs, vines, and trees. 

New plants each year.



Retail nursery for building our home gardens, 
suburbs, institutions ...  



1934 film
on California 
Revealed

https://californiarevealed.org/islandora/object/cavpp%3A128609


1937





s



1934 Movie

The Show Gardens
Bulbs in the spring

Roses in the Summer



Making connections
Sally Mayock Hartley in 1946 and for a visit  in 2018



Making Nursery Family Connections 
Kawaguchi & Roeding family reunion at the Roeding Centennial
October 14, 2017

In the historic Old Adobe Garden 



Visiting Apple Experts, 
Dan Bussey and Brandon Buza before CiderCon

Making Apple Connections 



Bringing Back Albert Etter’s
Apples

Looking forward to the future restoration of the Test 
Orchard with varieties of peaches, pears, figs, plums, 
and apples that were significant to the nursery.



The Volunteers
Connecting with the Gardener Community

Twenty-Eight Years of volunteerism



Connecting with our Visitors



Our Community’s Backyard 



Enjoyed & Explored 
by Many Since 1907, 1933, Today



John Rock
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California Nursery Garden Club -> Friends of Heirloom Flowers -> California Nursery Garden Club

GARDENS: To help: californianurserygardenclub@gmail.com
Monday / Thursday 10-12

ARCHIVES: To help: Joyce Blueford: blueford@msnucleus.org
DONATE: find our donation page on our website
WEBSITE: https://sites.google.com/view/thecalifornianurserygardenclub/

mailto:californianurserygardenclub@gmail.com
mailto:blueford@msnucleus.org
https://sites.google.com/view/thecalifornianurserygardenclub/


Visit the 
Shinn House 
Today 1-4:00

Local Nursery 
1873-1887


